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The Patrick Matthew Trail honours the remarkable life of
Patrick Matthew. Funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund, the
Carse of Gowrie Sustainability Group has worked with
children from the six Carse primary schools, local
landowners, descendants and the people of the Carse to
develop this fascinating Trail. Follow the Patrick Matthew
Trail to the locations shown on the map, scanning the QR
points there to find out more information about Patrick and
why these locations were important in his life. We hope you
enjoy following the Patrick Matthew Trail, exploring the
story of a man of his time and ahead of his time.
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1: St Madoes Community Garden
The QR post is located inside the garden, which is opposite the village shop.
This is the western beginning of the Patrick Matthew Trail across the Carse of
Gowrie. One of Patrick’s first redwood trees planted in the Carse flourishes in the
private grounds at Inchyra House.
2: Megginch Castle and Orchard
The QR post and code are situated against the orchard wall within the Megginch
Estate. They are accessed from the A90 on the Kingdom Farm entrance. Patrick
Matthew enjoyed a close relationship with the Drummond family - as a friend
and a neighbour, with the common interests of orchards, and as members of the
same curling team. Two of his redwood trees are clearly visible in the grounds
of the estate.

4: Muirhouses: Gourdiehill House and Orchard
At Grange, turn into the access road and follow the signs for Paragon Sky Diving
until you reach the car park. The QR code is situated on the side of the TLP
Interpretation Board. The Gourdiehill House and estate was inherited by Patrick
Matthew on the death of his father in 1807. He was 17. During his lifetime, the
orchard of 10,000 trees was one of the largest in Scotland; one tree still exists.
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5: Inchture: Avenue of Redwoods
The QR code is situated on the side of the Interpretation Board near the school.
Patrick Matthew was the first Victorian plant hunter to have brought Californian
Redwood seed (Sequoidendron Giganteum) into Britain in August 1853.
Redwoods are in depletion in their native California, due to global warming.
Scottish trees like these have become a seed reserve for the future.
6: Invergowrie: The Tay Rail Bridge Disaster
The QR code and point can be found on the top corner of Swarbrick’s stroll,
west of the James Hutton Institute, and within its grounds. It sits alongside a
fingerpost, commemorative bench and interpretation board. Patrick Matthew
wrote to Gladstone, the Prime Minister of the day, and the Dundee Advertiser
setting out his reasons as to why the Bridge should not be built on the proposed
site. On the stormy night of 28th December 1879, five years after Patrick
Matthew’s death, the central navigation spans of the Tay Bridge collapsed into
the Firth of Tay at Dundee.

Background map: OS One-Inch 1st Edition, 1856-1891. Crown copyright (1890) Source: National Library of Scotland
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3: Errol Cemetery: Site of Patrick’s Grave
The QR code is situated on the Interpretation Board within the cemetery grounds
in the centre of the village. Patrick Matthew died penniless and was buried in the
17th Century graveyard in Errol. Through historical research of the original
archives, the location of his grave has recently been confirmed.
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